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Introduction to Forensic 
Science – CJ-242

Basic 

Crime Scene Investigation 
Techniques

Primary Thought

• "There is but one straight course, and that is to 
seek truth and pursue it steadily." 
– --George Washington 
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Objectives – First meeting

• The student will learn 
– The classroom rules
– Fellow classmates
– The instructor
– The course the semester will follow
– What this course will endeavor to teach the student
– The student’s responsibilities
– The grading rubric 

• Homework
– Chapter 1 and chapter 3 and paper on forefathers

Me
• George F. Ripsom, MS, DABFE  

(rip)
• How to contact me.

– Office (800) 527-2742
– E-mail GRipsom@ITT-Tech.edu
– Alt. gripsom@yahoo.com

• I am a forensic scientist/student
• I was an armed guard and a 

fingerprint specialist in the late 
60’s in Detroit

Me
• During the Vietnam War I was an 

Army MP, in various locations
• I then became a police officer in 

Detroit, while also being a loss 
prevention manager

• I then joined the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department

• I have run/owned several 
forensic science companies

• I still operate my own company
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Me
• I have been attending college 

since 1976
• I have numerous degrees, 

including a BS in Criminal 
Justice

• An MS in Forensic Science and 
one in Administration of Justice 
and Security

• I have maintained a 4.0 GPA
• Whom are you?

– Name
– Interest in course

Ground Rules
• We will have a lecture for at least the first ½ of 

the session, then we will enjoy hands on 
projects.

• When you see my grandboy, the lecture is 
complete for the night, then we play.

• Tonight we will discuss the class rules, get our 
books.

• Notes can be found at:
– File.ripsomassociates.com

• User name: student
• Password: itt-tech
• Interested in forensic science files
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Ground Rules
• I take role when I want. Be here, or you don’t get 

on the role.
• When I am talking, nobody else is. Go outside.
• Take copious notes, notes can usually be used 

during quizzes, books cannot. 7-12 pgs a night.
• Participation is part of grade, that means 

involvement during class, or get a bad grade.
• Gots & Needs paper due at end of each session.
• NO eating or drinking in class.
• Read your assignments or no lab work.

Ground Rules

• Have fun in this class.
• Be attentive and learn
• I am not a good lecturer, so you must work to 

pay attention and stay awake.
• This is the format all lectures will take.
• If you miss a class, you still have a good chance
• If you miss 2 classes, you might pass
• If you miss 3 classes, your toast.
• You have NOT “Seen-It-All”
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This Course

Fingerprints
Filaments

Crime Scene Behavior

Sketching

Microscope
D

.N
.A

.

Blood Spatter Ballistics

What is my Primary Goal

• Teach you what you 
need to get hired as a 
CSI
– Note taking
– Sketching
– Photography
– Fingerprinting

• All other stuff is for 
fun and background

• You will learn
– Collection techniques
– Search techniques
– Sketching techniques
– Legal background
– History of science
– What is evidence
– A CSI’s place
– How to break stuff

How can it be used?
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Assorted Stuff
• Grading

– Participation = 20%
– Quizzes        = 15%
– Mid-Term     = 15%
– Project #2    = 15%
– Final             = 25%
– Lab Partic.   = 10%

• Late assignments are 
deducted 10% per 
week late. 3 weeks 
max.

• Project #1, due week 
5, counts as mid-term
– Photos of 5 lightbulbs
– Evidence quality
– 1 must be headlight
– Filaments are interest
– Scientific description
– If bulbs submitted, 

they must be 
packaged as evidence

Assorted Stuff
• Project #2, due week 

8, counts as project.
– Lift 5 latent (hidden) 

fingerprints from 
various surfaces

– 1 must be w/o brush 
and powder

– Include evidence 
description of prints

– 15% of total grade

• Project #3, part of 
final, process crime 
scene.
– If not possible due to 

construction (or other 
factors) final written 
test will count as 
project #3.

• Turn in fingerprint 
cards, the more the 
better.

Course of Study
• Week #1

– Basic definition of 
topic 

• Week #2
– Physical Properties
– Organic Analysis

• Week #3
– Microscopes
– Hairs, fibers, paint

• Week #4
– Drugs
– Forensic Toxicology

• Week #5
– Arson & Explosives

• Week #6
– Fingerprints

• Week #7
– Firearms, tool marks

• Week #8
– Forensic Serology
– DNA

• Week #9
– Crime Scene
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Course of Study
• Week #9

– Bring in children (with clean feet)
– If children not available, wear (bring) shoes with an 

intricate pattern
– High Heels are a bad idea for this project, (but a good 

idea any other time)
– We will be imprinting them, then forming a cast from 

the imprint
– The project will be completed in week #10
– In this session, the lab project will be completed prior 

to the lecture, so the children can be released to an 
adult and returned home or to school.

For next week

• Read chapter #1 in 
the hard cover text

• Read pages 62-70 in 
chapter #3 in the hard 
cover text.

• Due a 1 page paper 
on one of the principle 
forefathers of forensic 
science.

• By the way, I LOVE a 
good crash. If you 
guys have any stuff 
on good crashes, or 
odd signs, I wish you 
would consider 
getting them to me.
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Fingerprint Card
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Fingerprint Card

Play Time

• A tour of the lab and what we will play with
• Learn to roll a fingerprint card

– It will be entered into our AFIS computer
– It will have to be acceptable to the computer
– That means it will have to be goooood
– So the more cards you try, the more likely it 

will pass


